
Cycle 28 TAC Results
and

Cycle 29 Preparations

10/15/2020 1C28 TAC Results and C29 
Preparations



TAC Process in Cycle 28 (1) 

• Hybrid process: proposals were split between external panels and 
virtual panels meeting by video-conference.

• External panelists provided the assessment and grading of a subset 
of Small GO proposals (1 – 15 orbits) including Snapshot and 
Archival proposals. 

• Virtual panels reviewed the remaining Small GO, Medium, 
Archival Legacy, Large and Treasury proposals. Virtual panelists 
interacted virtually by video-conference.

• Exception – all Solar System proposals were reviewed by the virtual 
panel (due to the small proposal pool)
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Revised Process (2) 

Proposals reviewed by virtual group panels:
• There were eight panels, with 9 members, including Chair and Vice-

Chair (no Vice-Chair in Solar System).
• Each panel was allocated a specific number of slots for Medium 

proposals and an orbit allocation for Small proposals based on the 
proportional proposal/orbit pressure.

• The panel Chairs and Vice-Chairs, together with the TAC Chair and 
three At-Large members, constituted the super-TAC that reviewed 
Large/Treasury/Legacy proposals. 

• The super-TAC met by video-conference as well.
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Category Requested Approved Percentage
Approved

ESA
Approved

ESA Approved
Percentage

GO Proposals 865 133 15.4% 32 24.1%

Snapshots 41 11 26.8% 2 18.2%

Archival 96 28 29.2% 0 0.0%

AR Legacy 27 3 11.1% 0 0.0%

Theory 51 12 23.5% 0 0.0%

Total 1080 187 17.3% 34 23.6%

Primary Orbits 22,541 2,868 12.7% 557 19.4%

Cycle 28 TAC Summary Results
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Only shows Institutions that have >=3 Proposals approved
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Gender Success Rates
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Triage - Gender Distribution
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Cycle 29 Preparations

• Cycle 29 will start on 10/1/21 and end on 9/30/22
• The Cycle 29 HST TAC will have the same hybrid structure 

as the Cycle 28 TAC, with external panelists reviewing Small 
(< 16 orbits), SNAP and AR proposals.

• All other proposals will be exclusively reviewed by virtual 
panels.

• The reviews will again be dual-anonymous. 
• All five instruments will be offered (if operational): ACS, 

COS, FGS, STIS, WFC3.
• The same proposal categories as in C28 will be offered.
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Cycle 29 Plans (cont.)
• The overall TAC Chair will be Ata Sarajedini (FAU).
• Chairs and Vice-Chairs for all 8 panels will be 

selected in October/November 2020.
• Each panel will have 7 – 8 Panelists and a Chair and 

Vice-Chair. Solar system will not have a Vice-Chair.
• The Panel Chairs and Vice-Chairs and three At-

Large members will form the TAC. 
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Available Orbits in Cycle 29
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• Roughly 2700 orbits available for Cycle 29 GOs. This is the 
same as in Cycle 28.

• Provisional break-down: 
o 600 orbits for the TAC (Large and Treasury)
o 1400 orbits for the 8 Panels (Small GO with <35 orbits)
o 700 orbits will be allocated for Medium proposals (35 –

74 orbits)
o An additional 1000 Snapshot observations and 500 Pure-

Parallel observations may be allocated.
o Distribution may be adjusted based on proposal pressure.



Tentative Cycle 29  Proposal 
Review Schedule

• 01/13/21: Call for Proposals release
• 04/09/21: Phase I Proposal deadline
• 04/30/21: Proposals made available to panels
• 05/28/21: Grades and reviews due from panelists
• 06/04/21: Triage results available to panels
• 06/14/21 – 06/18/21: Panels and TAC meet
• 07/02/21: Notifications sent out
• 07/30/21: Phase 2 and budget deadlines
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Backup: Details on the C28 
Results
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Targets of Opportunity

ID Orbits Disruptive 
Activations

Non-
Disruptive 
Activations

Total 
Activations

Multi-
Cycle Type of ToO Notes

0083 2 1 1 No Active Asteriod
0094 4 1 1 No Next Interstellar Object < 7 day activation
0121 17 1 1 No Stripped Envelope Core Collapse SN < 7 day activation
0146 15 1 1 Yes Type IA with Dense CSM
0149 9 1 1 No Uranius Magnetosphere
0293 22 1 2 3 Yes Gravitationally Lensed Supernovae 3-5 day activation
0322 13 1 1 No Ultra Rapid Tess Supernova Rank 1
0357 10 1 1 Yes Kilonova Short GRB 3-5 day activation
0502 12 8 8 No Type Ia Supernova
0889 18 1 1 No Kilonova Short GRB 3-5 day activation
0935 6 1 1 No Fast-Rising Luminous Transient < 7 day activation
0968 14 2 2 Yes Type Ia Supernova < 10 day activation
1076 62 4 4 Yes Type Ia Supernova < 10 day activation

204 13 13 26
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